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general of the United States, delivered at a meet- 
ing of the Boston Bar Association. 

Judge Thatcher dealt with the great public is- 
sues of the day, concerning which the legal pro- 
fession should be taking a more conspicuous part 
as advisers, and made the point clear that no duty 
is fulfilled merely by expressing pious wishes. 
He told of recent practical steps taken by the 
Association which he heads, directed toward 
bracing up local authorities in New York City, 
and added: ‘ 

“Such measures as I have referred to are of 
such vital importance that unless we, as members 
of our profession, can procure their adoption and 
see to their effective enforcement we must be silent 
in the face of abuse which is heaped upon our 


heads and our voices will not be heard in the coun- 
cils of the Nation.” 

Pointing to the fact that many able lawyers 
are so attached to corporate clients as to have 
become identified in the public mind with the 
financial interests which they serve, he pro- 
ceeded: 

“No lawyer, I venture to say, is truly eminent 
in his profession who is entirely absorbed in the 


_ business of his clients. Until he stands in the eyes 


of the public as its servant, willing to spend his 
energies freely and in loyalty to the public interest, 
he will not be preeminent among his fellows at the 
bar, however satisfactory the results of his labors 
may be to his clients. Certainly the retainers we 
accept imply no restraint upon our freedom thus 
to serve the public interest. If they do, they should 
not be accepted.” 
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